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In my capacity as Minister of Foreign Affairs, it is an honor to extend to you all, on behalf of the government of President Otto Pérez Molina and Vice President Roxana Baldetti, the warmest of welcomes to Guatemala: the Heart of the Maya World. Our nation is honored to receive you and to host this Third Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons.


As many of you will be aware, the year 2012 represents the conclusion of a calendar cycle in our Maya culture. “13 B’ak’tun,” despite the apocalyptic sense that some have sought to give it, marks the start of a new era for humankind.


The nations of the Western Hemisphere have come together here today, united in their efforts against the scourge of human trafficking, a growing problem that is having an increasing impact on all regions of the planet and is threatening the lives of our peoples. Domestic servitude, forced labor, sexual exploitation, trafficking in organs – these are some of the crimes faced by many men, women, and children who seek, through migration, a window of opportunity for a better future and fall victim to networks of traffickers, who are developing ever closer ties to organized crime.

The complexity and dimensions of the problem we face have made it clear that no unilateral effort is enough to resolve it. The facts highlight the need to combine national efforts, bilateral actions, and multilateral cooperation to design a suitable strategy for combating trafficking in human lives.

This situation was detected more than six years ago by the member countries of the Organization of American States (OAS) and it has brought us here today, to this third meeting, after the two previous Hemispheric Meetings of National Authorities against Trafficking in Persons, held, respectively, on Isla Margarita in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela in March 2006, and in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in March 2009. 

We can embrace the valuable legacy of our two previous meetings: the promotion of prevention, the prosecution of criminals involved in human trafficking, the protection of its victims, and international cooperation among the countries of the Americas. In addition, we are optimistic and hopeful about the follow-up to the Hemispheric Work Plan, adopted in June 2010, recommendation No. 52 of which urges us to convene the Third Meeting of National Authorities against Trafficking in Persons. 

It is an honor and a privilege for Guatemala to have been selected to host this third meeting, and we thank each of the member states here today and, of course, the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States and, in particular, the Committee on Hemispheric Security. 

Guatemala has given clear indications of its commitment to efforts against human trafficking, and for the past two years it has been placed at Tier 2 of the Trafficking in Persons Report (TIP Report) published by the Department of State of the United States of America.

As a nation, we have come a long way since the creation in 2002 of the Interinstitutional Group for Combating Human Trafficking, the earliest forerunner of what is today the Interinstitutional Commission against Human Trafficking (CIT), which assumed that name in 2009 and is composed of 13 government institutions.

It has been through this forum for interinstitutional coordination that we have attained such important achievements as the following: the Public Policy against Human Trafficking and Comprehensive Protection for Its Victims, and its 2007-2017 National Strategic Action Plan; the Law against Sexual Violence, Exploitation, and Human Trafficking, Decree 9-2009; the creation of the Secretariat against Sexual Violence, Exploitation, and Human Trafficking; the preparation and implementation of the Interinstitutional Protocol for the Repatriation of Human Trafficking Victims; the preparation and implementation of the Interinstitutional Protocol for the Protection and Comprehensive Attention of Human Trafficking Victims; the opening of shelters for both adult and minor-aged victims; and the creation of a special investigations unit within the National Civilian Police, and the Office of the Special Prosecutor against Human Trafficking. 

In addition, at the regional level and with the support of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and of the Association to End Child Prostitution, Child Pornography, and Trafficking of Children for Sexual Purposes (ECPAT-Guatemala), our country has participated in the design of the Regional Framework for Action to Combat, Prevent, and Provide Assistance to Victims of Human Trafficking in Central America. Thanks to this regional project, the Central American countries have established National and Regional Guidelines for Strengthening Institutional Coordination to Combat Human Trafficking in Central America, a Regional Strategy for Comprehensive Attention and Assistance for Human Trafficking Victims, and a Regional Campaign for the Prevention of Human Trafficking, all drawn up, validated, and adopted by the national committees. Those regional efforts will be implemented by the Regional Coalition Against Human Trafficking, connected to the Regional Conference on Migration held last year.

It is therefore a source of great satisfaction that, at this Third Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, each of our countries will be able to report to society on its progress with the 2010-2012 Work Plan to Combat Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere, learn about the directions the different regions are following in their efforts in the areas of prevention, combat, protection, attention, and international cooperation, and about the actions of international agencies and civil society organizations, which are key players and vital partners in comprehensively addressing this scourge.

Guatemala is extremely enthusiastic about hosting this meeting and it hopes to be able to share that enthusiasm with all the delegations from the sister countries that are visiting us. We trust this will be a very special and fruitful event. For that reason, two additional topics that we believe to be of vital importance have been proposed for inclusion on the agenda: Raising the Profile of the Phenomenon of Human Trafficking as a Crime, and Comprehensive Attention for Human Trafficking Victims.

We hope that these days in Guatemala will be pleasant for you, and we trust that the presentations and discussions that will take place over these two days of meetings will enable us to arrive at key conclusions and recommendations toward our aspiration of making the Western Hemisphere free of human trafficking.

May God bless and enlighten us all. 
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